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MATERIALS 

Our First President: George Washington book 

Large Piece of Paper and Market 

Quarter Printable One for Each Student  

Coloring Materials 

OBJECTIVES 

Students will: 

 Give insight into George Washington 

 Learn why George Washington is an important 

figure 

 

VOCABULARY: 
Key vocabulary 

Before reading, focus on vocabulary. Read the glossary 
words and their definitions.  

Capital – A city where lawmakers meet 

Capitol – The neighborhood where the United States 
Capitol building is located  

Colonist – A person who moved from his or her home 
country to settle in a new territory; the settled area is 
called a colony.   

Constitution – The written laws that govern a country   

Freedom – The right to live the way you want  

Mount Rushmore – A mountain in South Dakota with 
carvings of the faces of four U.S. presidents 

Revolution – An attempt to overthrow one’s government 

Revolutionary War – (1775-1783) The American 
Colonists’ fight for freedom from Great Britain; the 
Colonies later become the United States of America.  

 

PROCEDURES/ACTIVITIES 

Preparation: 
Start the lesson by asking student to raise their hand if their mom, dad or 
grandparents has an important job that they go to every day.  

Ask students to raise their hand if they have an important job to do every 
day such as cleaning their room or doing other chores around the house.  

Tell students that the man named George Washington they are learning 

about today had a very important job to do. Ask students if they know what 

George Washington’s job was. 

 Lesson Procedure: 
1. Get out a large piece of paper and marker and write a heading of 

George Washington at the top. 
2. Write down that his job was president of the United States and ask 

students to elaborate on what they know about George Washington. 
3. Once everyone has elaborated ask students if they have ever voted for 

something. Have students share things they have voted for such as 
what to eat for dinner that night. 

4. Explain that to get votes for president someone must be a good leader.  
5. Ask what kind of person George Washington probably was like if he 

won the votes. 
6. Tell students they are now going to hear a story about George 

Washington and they should pay close attention because after the book 
and song you will revisit the paper and add what they learned.  

7. Read Our First President: George Washington book to students.  Sing 
along too!  

8. Again, ask students to elaborate on what the know about George 
Washington and add their new knowledge to the paper.  

9. Ask students if they know on what piece of money George 
Washington's face is one.  

10. Bring out a quarter and a dollar to show students George’s profile on 
our money.  

11. Pass out quarter templates and have students color their quarters. 
12. Pass around quarters for students to see an authentic quarter up close. 

Have students focus on the size, color and picture of George 
Washington.  

13. Have students write one of two sentences to describe George 
Washington and why he was so important that his face is on the 
quarter.  

14. At the end of the lesson, students should share their answers with 
everyone.   
 

 

Our First President: George Washington 

 

 

 

Grade Level: K - 2  
Content Areas: Music, Art, Social Studies, Technology, and Language Arts 

Time Frame: 45 minutes 

 

FREE SONG  
Click here to download or stream the Our First President: 
George Washington song. 

Find other Cantata Learning songs and books at 
http://www.cantatalearning.com. 

 

 

http://cantatalearning.com/products/our-first-president-george-washington/?_sf_s=our+first+pre
http://www.getcoloringpages.net/quarter-printable-coloring-sheet/
http://cantatalearning.com/products/our-first-president-george-washington/?_sf_s=our+first+pre
http://cantatalearning.com/products/our-first-president-george-washington/?_sf_s=our+first+pre
http://www.cantatalearning.com/
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Art Extension:  

After the students write their sentences about George Washington, take a look at other coins and paper money.  You can even 

show them money from other countries.   

Now tell the students that they are going to create their very own money.  They will choose who they are going to put on their 

money by picking an important person in history.   

Technology Extension:  

Capstone’s PebbleGo Biographies will be perfect to use when researching famous people in history.  They will be able to not only 

research different famous people, but also fill out the student worksheets while conducting their research.  These are included 

within each article of PebbleGo Biographies.   

Another technology extension is to use FlipGrid and collect students video responses to a question that you ask about the job of 

the President of the United States.  You can sign up for FlipGrid for free here. 

This activity was done with the kindergarteners at Van Meter Elementary in Iowa.  You can read all about it here and check out 

the FlipGrid here. The videos can be shared within the FlipGrid or individually with students, parents and others.   

You could also use FlipGrid to have students sing and share their favorite Cantata Learning books. 

 

 

Standards: 

Kindergarten: 

K.1.3 Social Studies, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.K.1, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.2, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.K.1, 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.K.5, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.K.6, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1 

First Grade: 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.1, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.2, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.5, 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.6, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.1.1 

Second Grade: 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.1, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.2, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.5, 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.6, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.2.1 

 

 

https://info.flipgrid.com/
http://vanmeterlibraryvoice.blogspot.be/2014/02/our-kindergarteners-used-flipgrid.html
https://flipgrid.com/26aff263

